An unusual case of cardiogenic shock: common cause from uncommon etiology.
Mechanical complications of an acute coronary syndrome can lead to hemodynamic instability out of proportion to the degree of left ventricular dysfunction. We present the case of a patient with cardiogenic shock secondary to severe mitral regurgitation in the setting of an acutely occluded obtuse marginal artery. Echocardiography and pathologic findings revealed an uncommon cause of anterolateral papillary muscle rupture. Using the unique features of this case, we present a clinical self-assessment exercise highlighting the challenges involved in the management of this type of patient.